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Sustainable Practices: Encouraging student linkage with industry/institute and providing 

research exposure for higher studies and career options” 

 

Maulana Azad College is dedicated to the academic excellence of students. Its intended outcome is 

to: 

● Provide industry/institute exposure to students right from the college level through educational 

tours/ excursions/ field-trips so that they have first-hand experience of the practical aspects of the 

subject.  

● Make students aware of the latest trends in the world of research by regularly organising seminars/ 

symposia/ conferences/ workshops. 

● Encourage students to attend similar events at other institutions and accompany them whenever 

required. 

● Offer students career options and/or ideas for further studies and research, thereby giving them a 

headstart at an early stage.   

● Creating a sound academic environment in the college in the best interest of the students. 

  

If we consider this in the context of Indian Higher Education, we find that education nowadays places 

a lot of emphasis on co-curricular and extra-curricular activities in addition to the prescribed syllabus. 

Its importance is gauged from the fact that the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) too has 

included hands-on learning in the form of ‘Internship’ for all students. This is because acquiring real-

life experience can supplement the theoretical knowledge gained by students in the classroom. In view 

of the ever-increasing competition, be it in the arena of higher studies or jobs, the interface between 

academia and industry/institute has assumed paramount importance. The terms ‘industry’ and 

‘institute’ have been used here in a broader sense to include all types of public and private concerns, 

viz. companies,  

factories, workshops, institutes and organisations, and other places of academic interest.  

 

 

The college has been playing the role of such a catalyst for long, with the active involvement of the 

head of the institution, departmental teachers and IQAC through the following ways: 

● Offering students exposure to latest trends in research by organising national and international 

seminars / symposia / conferences / workshops where reputed scholars are invited as resource 

persons; during the period 2018-23, Maulana Azad College has conducted close to seventy such 

events.   

● Majority of the departments arrange educational tours to places near and far, ranging from those in 

and around the city of Kolkata to distant venues like Darjeeling and Dooars in north Bengal and 

even outside the state of West Bengal, viz. Pench in Madhya Pradesh. Some of these visits are part 

of the curriculum of different subjects, namely Botany, History, Microbiology, Sociology and 

Zoology. 

● Along with the above, many other departments like Bengali, Chemistry, Economics, English, 

Islamic History and Culture, Philosophy, Physics and Political Science have also taken the 

initiative to organise educational tours on their own, irrespective of the fact that such excursions 
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are not a compulsory part of their syllabi as mandated by the affiliating university - a noteworthy 

feat indeed.  

● Teachers regularly encourage students to participate in events conducted by other institutions, be it 

local, state or national-level. They inform them about these events in the classroom as well as via 

social media platforms like WhatsApp groups and departmental pages on Facebook.  

● Language departments like English, Persian and Urdu encourage their students to participate in 

programmes organised by reputed organisations like Goethe-Institut Kolkata, United States-India 

Educational Foundation (USIEF), Iran Society, Muslim Institute, West Bengal Urdu Academy, 

etc.  

● Regular mentoring is carried out by teachers so that students are motivated to attend these 

programmes. Very often, teachers accompany the participating students to the venue for moral 

support and/or on-the-spot advice. While such field-trips are more common in the Science 

Departments, the Arts departments also conduct educational tours for experiential learning. These 

visits add substantially to conventional classroom studies and equip students with confidence to 

perform in real-life situations.   

● Some teachers of the college are also supervisors for Ph.D. programmes, inspiring their students to 

take up research at a subsequent stage.  

● Teachers of the college thus act as intermediaries and facilitate interaction between students and 

industry/institute through multiple channels, leading to a holistic cultivation of knowledge. Their 

involvement in guiding students in deciding their future career goals is thereby of paramount 

importance.  

 

 

These initiatives on the part of the various departments have borne fruit, evinced in the academic 

performance of students in their University examinations and their subsequent progression.  

• Close to 1100 students have progressed to higher education, be it post-graduate or professional 

courses from 2018-2023. It is also heartening to note that around 250 students have cracked 

competitive exams like CUET PG, JAM, GATE, IELTS, UGC-NET, CSIR-NET, etc. during 

this period. 

• The placement of students in public or private sectors presents a satisfactory picture, 

considering the challenges in getting employment in current times, and almost 200 of them 

have been offered jobs in the course of this period.  

• Around 120 students have benefitted from guidance for cracking competitive exams and a 

similar number have been given career counselling by their respective departments through 

formal counselling sessions. This is in addition to tips provided by the faculty members in an 

informal manner. 

• More than 200 students have benefitted from counselling offered by their departmental teachers 

Owing to the above, Maulana Azad College consistently figures as a sought-after destination 

for students at the time of admission. It was placed at the 26th place in the country and 4th spot 

in West Bengal in the EW India Higher Education Ranking 2020, a nation-wide survey of best 

non-autonomous colleges conducted by EducationWorld magazine in its report published in 

April 2020. The next year, the college improved its showing and was placed 19th in the country 

and 3rd in the state in the same survey published in May 2021.  
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However, a few problems were encountered while implementing this practice. The above-

mentioned initiatives are usually taken by the teachers on their own under the aegis of the 

respective Heads of Department. Since there is no specific fund allotted for educational tours, 

teachers have to arrange for the expenditure (travel, registration, etc.) incurred in the course of 

these industry / institute visits either from the departmental contingency fund or raise the 

money through contributions from teachers and students. At times, it becomes a problem to 

raise adequate funds for such visits, as a result of which they cannot always be held frequently. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic had affected the regularity of such visits, though most of the 

Departments have tried to revive the practice in the 2022-23 session. A designated fund 

allocated for educational tours and organising seminars/ symposia/ conferences/ workshops 

would definitely prove to be helpful in resolving this financial issue.  
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Activities of the Research Advisory Council at a glance 

1. Dissemination of information to faculty members regarding extramural funding opportunities 

and encouraging them to apply for the same both through workshops as well as through emails 

2. Organization of seminars and conference for students, faculty members, and the broader 

scientific community 

3. Organization of hands-on-training programmes, student seminars and peer-meet programmes 

dedicated towards student research. 

4. Funding short term student research with seed money from DBT STAR College grant, assigning 

mentors and encouraging student publications out of those projects. 

5. Monitoring the Central Instrumentation Facility and ensuring its adequate usage both by internal 

and external users with proper log book entry. 

6. Augmentation of the Central Instrumentation Facility through purchase of new instruments 

including high end facilities for research use. 

7. Arranging industry and institute visits for students as well as internship programmes to provide 

them with adequate exposure of industry environment as well as acquaint them with the research 

ambience prevailing at the top-notch research institutions. 

8. Mediating research collaborations with premier research institutions like Indian Institute of 

Technology and Indian Institute of Science Education and Research. 

9. Mediating linkages and tie-ups with industries to facilitate potential job opportunities for 

students. 
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Representative documentations of notices and resolutions corresponding to the 

activities of the Research Advisory Council (2018-23) 
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Organization of a workshop for faculty members regarding the 

funding opportunities for submission of extramural research projects 
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Total number of faculty members who participated: 35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance of the event 
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Representative photographs of the event 
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